FINAL HISTORY 120 TAKE HOME ESSAYS
Part 3  Short Essay   This will be 40% of your grade.  This will also be the last essay you write for me this semester. Your papers should be double-spaced with 1 inch margins and a reasonable font.  Please choose one (1) of the following topics and write a meaningful essay. Be sure to explain your reasoning and by all means illustrate your points with pertinent examples from the readings, the lectures and the movies.
1. “Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letter, U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his shoulder and bullets in his pocket, there is no power on earth that can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship and equality." Frederick Douglass, former slave and abolitionist.

Please write a brief review of Glory. Who was your favorite character? Would you advise me to use it next semester? What did it mean for the men of the 54th to "ante up and kick in"?  Why didn’t Trip want to carry the flag?  Should  Trip have picked up the flag at the end of the film?  What were the film makers trying to say in this movie?  Finally, given the aftermath of the Civil War, did the African American troops make a significant contribution to the advancement of their race, or was their sacrifice in vain?  Did Douglass’ prediction come true?
2.  Please write a brief review of the book Killer Angels.  What is the story about?  Who was your favorite character?  Why did you like him?  Would you recommend that I use this book again?  What does the battle of Gettysburg reveal about the Civil War?  Why was the Civil War in general, and the Battle of Gettysburg in particular so very deadly?
3.  
”Reconstruction was bound to fail.  Entrusting a slave from the field in electoral politics was like turning a monkey loose in the treasure room of democracy.  When the valiant embattled White Southerner tired of this mockery of justice, he at last rose up to restore the South to its position of preeminence




Do you agree or disagree with this interpretation of Reconstruction?  Based on your reading and lecture notes please explain why Reconstruction failed.  What, if anything, do YOU think should have been done to help the program succeed?
Your final papers are due at 9:00 am in HSS 310 on Wednesday Dec. 21, 2016.

You can turn your paper in earlier by sliding it under my office door at Sci 221.

GOOD LUCK, and ENJOY YOUR WINTER BREAK!!!!
